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Eric Boessenkool

Senior Advisor International Affairs

Rijkswaterstaat ïStaff Department
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USA vs.    EU ïNetherlands
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USA vs.    EU ïNetherlands

Population

Surface

Waterways

Coastline

Netherlands

16 mln

41.526 km2

1.150 km

451 km

US

300 mln

10 106 km2

41.009 km

19.925 km

EU

490 mln

4 106 km2

30.000 km

89.500 km
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About Rijkswaterstaat

Å Formed in 1798: (Thank you Napoleon)

Å Our Director -General is Ir. Bert (L.H.) Keijts

Å Implementation organisation of the Ministry of Transport, Public 
Works and Water Management

Å 9,000 employees, who work at over 200 locations (regional offices, 
traffic management centres, sluice operators, é)

Å Rijkswaterstaat has similar tasks as USACE, but also others
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About Rijkswaterstaat

Basically, we are 

Hansje Brinker

only a bit more organised and

a bit more high - tech
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About Rijkswaterstaat

Responsable for management, maintenance and construction of:

Å State -managed waters
65.250 km²: major rivers, major canals; large lakes, North Sea

Å Flood defences
300 km (out of a total of 3565 km of primary flood defences): Afsluitdijk, 
Houtrib dike, Eastern Scheldt storm surge barrier; Maeslant storm surge 
barrier, Wadden islands

Å Water management structures: 10 dams, 9 discharge sluices, 2 guard locks, 
50 navigation locks

Å National highways : 3300 km, bridges, tunnels etc.
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Internationally known for expertise in 
watermanagement

nationally mainly in the news for not being able to solve huge

mobility problem!
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Watermanagement: complex organisational structure

Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management

ÅDG Water Affairs: policies & budget

ÅDG Public Works and Water Man.: design, construction and 
maintenance of major barriers, locks and sluices

Provinces : water issues & spatial planning

Water Boards : levee maintenance, safety assessment, planning 
and construction

ï Annual budget 0,15% GNP:

ïú500 million (national)

ï ú150 million (water boards)

ï Roughly ú5-6 billion until 2020
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Watermanagement: complex organisational structure

Å Ministry of Environment, Housing and 
Spatial Planning

Å Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and 
Fisheries

Å Ministry of Interior and Kingdom Affairs

Å Municipalities

Å Neighbouring countries: Belgium, 
Germany, France

Å European Union: legislation


