Rijkswaterstaat
Ministerie van Verkeer en Waterstaat

Flood Management in
The Netherlands

Alex Roos

Rijkswaterstaat Centre for
Water Management

May 26, 2009



Contents of the presentation

1. Background and History: characteristics of
the Netherlands and developments

2. Flood Management: PRESENT

3. Flood Management : POLICY
DEVELOPMENTS

4. Flood Management : FUTURE (selection of
key elements)

5. Questions?

Rijkswaterstaat
2 Flood Management in The Netherlands



Rijkswaterstaat
Ministerie van Verkeer en Waterstaat

Background and
History

Characteristics of the
Netherlands and developments

May 26, 2009



Characteristics of the Netherlands

400 km of Rhine river
International catchment
350 km coastline

9 million inhabitants below
flood level

Invested value 1800 10 °
euro, 65% of GNP

3500 km of flood defenses,
hundreds of locks, sluices,
pumping stations

A Safety level: 1:10.000 i
1:1250
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Brief overview of the (recent) history of Flood Management

A 1953: major flooding / disaster in the southwest

of the Netherlands
A AiDeltacommi ssiono: Ahow can
A 1958: Delta Law
A 1960: Dike reinforcements and building of dams

and storm surge barriers (n
A 1986: the barrier in the eastern Scheldt
A 1997: the fiMaesl antkeringo
A 1993 /1995 Flooding in rivers

=> ANADelta Act f
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The current system of flood defenses

Dunes

N




